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The Council will be asked to consider the following motions submitted under Council 
Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
1. Unlocking the Potential of Local High Streets 
 
This Council believes that healthy high streets are essential for employment, shopping and 
leisure but many shops and businesses were struggling even before the Covid pandemic: 
high street retail employment fell in more than three-quarters of local authorities between 
2015 and 2018 according to the Office of National Statistics1 and more than half of all UK 
consumers were shopping online before the pandemic.  Hyndburn's high streets have been 
similarly affected by this shift in trends and this can clearly be seen in Accrington. 
 
This Council notes retail is among the sectors most affected by the coronavirus pandemic; the 
almost complete shutdown of non-essential shops between March and June 2020 and 
subsequent local and national lockdowns and ongoing restrictions has hit businesses hard, 
and the need for social distancing has changed the way many businesses operate reducing 
footfall.  
 
The pandemic has accelerated what in many cases has been a longer trend of lower footfall 
and changing shopping habits: as the Portas Review a decade ago acknowledged, the form 
and function of many high streets needs to adapt if they are to survive. 
 
This Council welcomes the willingness of Government to acknowledge the problems and 
come for-ward with initiatives in response to these challenges such has the furlough scheme, 
the Covid support business loans, and the High Street Taskforce.  
 
However, as the Treasury Select Committee stated in 2019, the current system of Business 
Rates places an unfair burden on “bricks and mortar” businesses compared to online 
retailers, and the Business Rate system needs radical overhaul 
 
The announcements in the Budget, though welcome, fall short of what is required: small 
changes to revaluation cycles and temporary discounts simply tinker around the edges, and 
will not deliver the support that local high streets need and deserve. 
 
This Council resolves to 



 

 
• Write to the Government to urge it to scrap business rates and replace them with a sys- tem 
which is fit for purpose and which levels the playing field between bricks and mortar 
businesses and online retail giants. 
 
• Campaign to devolve funds like the Towns Fund, Levelling Up Fund, UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund and other national funding pots, to give local communities, councils and regions the 
ultimate say in how it is spent in their area. 
 
• Explore what local action can be taken to revive our high streets. 
 
 
Proposer: Cllr Noordad Aziz 
Seconder: Cllr Scott Brerton 
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